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(Harry Lloyd Hopkins

leuarE of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, Reproduction number

LC-DIG-hec-21643 (digital file from original negative)

Harry Hopkins helped shape the New Deal’s philosophy of relief: Creating
jobs that preserved and enhanced skills was better than cash payments.

1890~ 1946)
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TABLE 24.1 EMERGENCY WORKERS DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION

EMERGENCY

UNEMPLOY ED EMERGENCY WORKERS
UNEMPLOYED {percentage of WORKERS (percentage of
YIEAR {in thousands} labor force) {in thousands) labor force)
1929 1,550 3.2% 0 0.00%
1930 4.320 8.7 20 0.04
1931 7721 15.3 299 0.6
1932 11,468 22.5 592 1.2
1933 10,635 20.6 2,195 4.3
1934 8,366 16.0 2,974 2.7
1935 7,523 14.2 3,087 5.8
1936 5,286 2.9 3,744 7.0
1937 4,937 2.1 2,763 5.1
1938 6,799 12.5 3,591 6.6
1939 6,225 11.3 3,255 5.9
1940 5,290 9.5 2,830 5.1
1941 3,351 6.0 2,209 3.9
1942 1,746 3.1 o914 1.6
1943 985 1.8 85 0.2

Source: Darby (1976, 7—8). Reprinted by permission of the University of Chicago Press.
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Agriciltural powverty semnt thowusands flecing from the Midwest to Califormia, with
belongrings piled in the farmily jalopy. America had becorme, as beloved huuormnoriss Wil
Rogers said, a natiorn that “drove to the poor howuse in an autormobile.™
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Universal History Archive/Getty Images

Adding to the farmer’s woes during the depressed 1930s were several years of intense heat and drought. The
subsequent blowing of previously eroded land created dust storms like this one in the Texas panhandle. Gov-
ernment land policies had helped create the problem, as Hansen and Libecap (2004) have shown, by limiting
homesteaders to small plots.



24 3 KA

RO ES

TABLE 24.3 WAGES DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION
NOMINAL WAGE

(the hourly wage in GROSS NATIONAL
YEAR manufacturing) PRODUCT DEFLATOR REAL WAGE
1929 $0.56 100 100
1930 0.55 97 101
1931 0.51 89 103
1932 0.44 79 99
1933 0.44 78 101
1939 0.63 85 132

Note: The real wage is the nominal wage divided by the gross national product deflator. The result was set equal to 100 in 1929 so that the trend could
e observed easily.

Source: Historical Statistics 1975, 169-170, D80Z; 157, E1.



24 45H5%0  1930~1955

TABLE 24.4 UNION MEMBERSHIP, 1930-1955

NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF - NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF

YEAR (in thousands) LABOR FORCE YEAR {in thousands) LABOR FORCE
1930 3,401 6.8% 1943 13,213 20.5%

1931 3,310 6.5 1944 14,146 21.4

1932 3,050 6.0 1945 14,322 21.9

1933 2,689 2.2 1946 14,395 23.6

1934 3,088 2.9 1947 14,787 23.9

1935 3,584 6.7 1948 14,300 23.1

1936 3,989 7.4 1549 14,300 22.7

1937 7,001 12.9 1950 14,300 22.3

1938 8,034 14.6 1951 15,900 24.5

1939 8,763 15.8 1952 15,900 242

1940 8,717 15.5 1953 16,948 25.5

1941 10,201 17.7 1954 17,022 25.4

1942 10,380 17.2 1955 16,802 24.7

Source: Historical Statistics 1975, 178, Series DO45-949
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In United States v. Darby Lumber Co.,312U.S.100 (1941)
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